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Let's talk about prosperity - what it is, how you get it, and how you keep it!  We've all read books 
about prosperity and money, so we know that the results are not based on knowledge alone.  
Most of us are over-read and under-done.  To get to where we want to be, we must also change 
our thoughts feelings, and conditioned responses.  This is where the true power of manifesting 
lies. 
 
 Ralph Waldo Emerson said that you are born to be rich or inevitably grow rich by the use 
of your talents.  Can you accept this idea?  If not, perhaps you are stuck on the age-old confusion 
of godliness with poverty.  Lack and limitation of any kind are not a part of this opulent Universe.  
Any person who is experiencing lack is, in some way, living in opposition to the unlimited flow of 
abundance.  You know what it's like to be that flow.  You've experienced it at some time in your 
life where everything is working for you and nothing is working against you.  We've all had brief 
periods of that - and that is how life is intended to be all of the time.  It's our own "stuff" that gets 
in the way and blocks that flow. 
 
 It has been commonly assumed that in times of economic reverses we all are victims of a 
strange problem and there is little we can do but wait and see.  The truth is that there is much we 
can do, personally for ourselves and together for our country and our world. 
 
 The belief is all too common that financial limitation is simply a quirk of bad luck or the 
result of the will of God.  So, the average person may hope for better things, and he may even try 
to change his luck by playing the lottery or going to Las Vegas.  He may also fantasize about 
happy and abundant living.  But he will make little or no attempt to be other than what he believes 
himself to be - and financial limitation is part of what he believes himself to be. 
 
 A great many physical ills are psychosomatic in origin, and financial problems are the 
outer manifestations of inner states of mind as well.  Isn't it powerful to know that there is no such 
thing as a purely financial problem that is unrelated to the false attitudes and emotions that 
caused it... and that there is a healthy attitude and emotion that can cure it! 
 
 To get the most from these ideas you will want to declare your independence from the 
belief that your personal welfare is completely tied to the economic fluctuations of the world out 
there.  Instead, you want to know that the free flow of substance can only be restricted from 
within and that no one can keep your good from you but you. 
 
 The word "affluence" is an overworked word in our time.  It usually implies cars and 
houses and such.  Its literal meaning is "free flow" and not things at all.  When we are consciously 
centered in the universal flow, we experience an inner direction and creative activity.  Things 
come too, but prosperity is not just having things.  It is the mindset that attracts things. 
 
 The word prosperity has been corrupted to mean gold dust falling from the sky.  Actually, 
the word prosperity is from the Latin language which literally translates as "according to hope" or 
"to go forward hopefully."  Thus, it is not so much a condition in life as it is an attitude toward life.  
The truly prosperous person is what Rollo May calls the fully functioning person, one who is 
experiencing abundance in every aspect of life. 
  
 So remember: 
 Prosperity is a way of living and thinking, not just money and things. 
 Poverty is a way of living and thinking, and not just a lack of money or things. 
 
 Considered in the broadest sense, prosperity is spiritual well-being.  This involves the 
whole experience of healing life, satisfying love, abiding peace and harmony as well as what 
Aristotle called the furniture of fortune.  It is our belief system that sets all the limits in life.  We 



have been erroneously conditioned to believe that our lives are completely shaped by what 
happens around us and to us.  But life is lived from within and then outward.  It is not what 
happens out there, but what we do or think about what happens. 
 
 The starting point in realizing your prosperity is to accept responsibility for your own 
thoughts and to take charge of your life.  You are not responsible for what is said in business 
reports or Washington economic indicators, but you are very much responsible for what you think 
about those things.  You cannot let the so-called experts decide how you are going to think and 
feel, for how you think and feel will determine what you experience.  Even during the Depression, 
our greatest economic challenge, there were more millionaires created than at any other time in 
history.  Every problem carries the seeds of new opportunities. 
 
 Make the commitment to stay in the positive stream of life.  Refuse to indulge in 
conversations about fears of the economy, the high cost of living, the rising interest rates, or 
anything you really do not want to say YES to.  Eliminate such thoughts as "I can't", "I'm afraid", 
and "There is not enough.”  Talk only about things that you want to see live and grow.  Keep your 
thoughts centered in the idea of abundance, sufficiency and well-being. 
 
 For the next month watch your words and the moods they produce.  Become a constant 
user of the most powerful three letter word in the English language.  That word is YET.    For 
every negative thought, feeling, emotion or statement that comes into your mind or out of your 
mouth - add the word YET.   
 
"I don't have enough money...YET."   
"I don't know what to do...YET."   
"I can't buy the house and car of my dreams...YET."   
"I don't have healthy habits...YET."   
"I don't have a special person to love in my life...YET." 
   
  Focus on possibilities rather than limitations and feel that flow of prosperity carry you in 
the direction of your dreams. 
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